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Creating a trade name may come easy for some, but most people struggle with the task. It's a crucial aspect of starting your own company - indeed, a bad business name can actually spell the end of a well-built business plan - but it can't just be numbers-crunching into existence. That is why a good first
step is to use brainstorming to start thoughts flowing. Grab a tablet, a pencil, and let's get started. At the top of the page, make a note of the product or service you offer. Underline it. Now below that, write down as many keywords related to your retail business as you can think of. The more words, the
better. If I started out in a maternity ward that sold mostly clothes, I'd write down my maternity clothes. My keywords may be motherhood, baby, clothing, pregnancy, breastfeeding... you get a picture. Once your vocabulary has run out, grab the thesaurus or use the online searchfinder synonyms to
continue your search. The idea here is to find thematically related, but different, interesting or unusual words that do not immediately come to mind. Adding similar (and even opposite) meanings to a list of phrases or words will grow exponentially. So when I go back to my maternity ward... Under the words
motherhood, pregnancy, child, etc., I would add these words to my list: maternity clothes, dates, new arrivals, mother-to-be, reproduction, kitten, expensive, bambino, little darling. Now stop and think about your business. What do you want to achieve or what is your mission? How do you want others to
see your business? What kind of testimonials would you like to receive from your clients or customers? Now add some of these advers and adjectives to the list. As a maternity clothing retailer, my mission would be to provide fashionable, fashionable, tasteful maternity clothes and accessories for the
expectant mom. I would like my buyers to consider my shop and staff to be knowledgeable, reliable and trustworthy. My competitors should see me as a professional, experienced, leader in the field. All these bold words and phrases are added to the list. Your list should be really growing now and offers
many options. Now add your own name to the list and your location if relevant. If you think you can relocate your business one day or plan to sell it, then don't use accurate data. I know I would always live in the southeastern region of the United States, but I can't guarantee I'll always live in the city or even
the state that I'm currently staying in. So I'm going to add the words South, South, and Southeast to my list. Now that you have a long list of keywords, see if you can combine any words or if any suggest common statements or catchphrases, or plays on clichés. Can you create an alliteration, which is a
combination of words starting with the same letter or sound? Also, if some words on your list have a homonym (other words that sound the same but spelled differently), then to the list. Try pairing keywords that or even contradict each other. After playing with my list, I find a few options that I like. Magnolia
Moms, Due South, Southern Expectations, and Expensive Trends have potential. These indicators include: Fun, because this free association is, there are certain rules to keep in mind when designing a new business name. Among them: Make the name easy to understand, spell and pronounce. Do not
use negative words. Consider where the name will fall in all alphabetical statements. Don't limit your product line by choosing a name that doesn't represent everything you do. Create a name you can stand for. Do not use a strictly generic term, such as a discount office offer that cannot be trademarked.
Don't be misleading or in any way mean something that business isn't. Now look at your list of options and ask the following questions of each name: Is it pronounceable and easy to spell? Is it distinctive and concise? Is it clear to convey your letter? Does it have a positive sound? If you think you've
picked a winner, don't commit to it just yet. Get feedback from friends and family. Say it repeatedly. If after a few days you will feel confident and comfortable with the name, then it is the goalkeeper. If you can't get used to it, throw it away and go back to the list. If you're in love with a name that doesn't tell
people exactly what you're doing or what you're selling, consider adding a slogan. A slogan is best described as a phrase or adage that defines your company's mission in the smallest possible range of words. Check the keyword list again to see if any words can create a statement of words three through
seven about who you are or what you're selling. From the moment you start up, your business name will be associated with the perception of your customers. All advertising will focus on your brand. By making a lot of thought and effort into generating business name ideas now, you can avoid many
marketing traps and legal pitfalls. When choosing a business name, there is plenty of room for personal and professional creativity, but there are three main aspects to keep in mind: Will your trade name get a trademark? Is the suggested trade name available? If your business will have a website, is a
similar domain name available? Will your company trademark protection? Trademark law prevents another company from using a name or logo that could be confused with your trade name if your trade name is authorized to protect trademarks. If your business is anything other than a small, local service
or retail business, such as a dry cleaners or fabric store, you'll probably want to take advantage of this. Why do you want a trademark? Allowing businesses to have exclusive use of their names helps consumers identify and recognise goods on the market. For example, when you buy Racafrax brand
wood glue, you will know that it will be of similar quality to the Racafrax glue that you bought last time. If any company could call their glue Racafrax Glue, you'd never know what you're getting. By allowing only one company to use a name like Racafrax, the Trademark Act helps that company build
customer trust and goodwill. What trade names are trademarked? Any trade name used to place on the market and identify products or services is a trade mark. For example, McDonald's uses its trade name to market its burgers. However, if you wish to be entitled to trademark protection under
trademark laws, your trade name should be what the Trademark Act deems significant. Distinctive names received by multiple trademarks Distinctive trade names (such as Xerox, Quicken, and Amazon.com) are smart and memorable and typically receive protection under federal and state trademark
laws. Common or common names (such as Smith's Hardware, Tom's Gourmet Sandwiches, and Pets.com) usually don't. While there is no magic formula for inventing distinctive business names, they tend to be made up of surprising or fanciful words that often have nothing to do with a basic business,
product or service such as kodak movie or Double Rainbow ice cream. However, there may be a downside to coining a brand new word or using quite any term. Trade names that have nothing to do with the underlying product or service often require extensive and costly marketing efforts to become
established. The best names for small businesses are the ones that customers can easily remember and connect with your business. For this reason, many small businesses prefer to use words that cleverly suggest characteristics about a basic product or service without describing them entirely, such as
Lending Tree for Loans, Slenderella for Dietary Food Products, or Body Shop for Personal Hygiene Products. These names are also considered distinctive and are therefore protected as trademarks. For more information about general trademark law, see Nolo's trademark articles. Tips for choosing a
distinctive trade name Here are a few other guidelines you can use in search of a distinctive business name: Make your name memorable. A creative, distinctive name will not only qualify for a high level of trademark protection, but will also stick in the minds of your customers. Forgettable names are
people's names (such as O'Brien Web Design), those that contain geographic terms (like Westside Health Foods), and names that literally describe a product or service (such as Appliance Sale and Repair, Inc.). Remember, you want to be different from your competitors. Your name should be appealing
and easy to use. Choose a name that is easy to write and pronounce, and that is appealing to both the eye and the ear. Try to choose a catchy name that people will want to repeat. Make sure that any images or associations that will suit your customer base. Avoid geographic names. In addition to being
easy to forget and difficult to protect under trademark law, the geographical name may no longer correspond to your business is expanding its sales or services business. If you open Berkeley Aquariums &amp;amp; Fish, for example, will it be a problem if you want to open a second store in San
Francisco? Especially if you plan to sell products on the Internet, you should think twice about giving your business a geographic identifier. Do not limit extended product lines. Similarly, do not choose a name that may not be representative of future product or service lines. For example, if you start a
business and sell and install canvas awnings under the name Sturdy Canvas Awnings, your name can be a burden if you decide to start making other products, such as canvas brands or vinyl awnings. Get feedback. Before you settle on a name, get feedback from potential customers, vendors, and other
users on the support network. They may come with a disadvantage of potential name or suggest improvements you didn't think. 1 | 2 2
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